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‘Ouldoor enlertaining
isacullural arl form.
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FORAN EXOTIC PARTY SPACE OR A BACKYARD
RETREAT, RA] TENTS DELIVERS
FANCIFUL OUTDOOR ROONMNIS. BY CHLOE HARRIS

utdoar entertaining is a cullural art form.” says Raj Tents

desizner Dominic Mitchell, whose billowing canopies have

been shellering stylishalfresco occasions since Lhe Los Angeles
company innched in 2004, Mitchell and his business partner, Maurice
Walsh, recently began oflering their full collection of tents—prey iosly
available only lor event rentals—lor purchase, Now, a luxurious gel
away is as close as vour own backvard,

Fxguisite craltsmunship sets Baj apart [rom other tenl mano-
facturers, savs Mitchell. who is British and lived in India as @ voung
child. Located in the city of Ahmedabad in Gujarat, India. the Baj fad
tery handerafts about 50 tents annually vsing traditional melhods.
Fach lent has a bambeo or stainless steel [rame. and is constructed
lrom hand-dved textiles, The fabric is woodblock-printed with tradi
Lional molils by Muslim artisans, Tinv miirrors are embroidered onto
the interior and exterior, and each tenl is finished with shimmering
lavssels and scalloped trim.

With a growing line of custom accessories and t.lll'r'll‘\hll'l:'__t‘\
including  chandeliers, hand-woven dhurries and the new Mughal
fountain—Raj lents come ready Lo [rame any ouldoor fele. But, in the
spirit ol India’s traveling caravans, the lents are also designed Lo be
practical Allare weather-resistant and easy Lo pack up.

[he company is currently working on a new collection of « hildren's
and pel Lenls, itchell smiles as he describes one of his latest creations,
a little bloe tent with voll-up windows thal serves as a magical hiding
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TN A OO BULY 20N

92 CALIFORNIA 1IOME s DESIGN



